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Memo t o  F i l e  - I n t e r v i e w  w i t h  Arleen Auerbach - May 6 ,  1 9 8 8  

D r .  Auerbach came t o  see m e  -- h e r  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  doing 

t h a t  having been opened up by my p r i o r  c o n v e r s a t i o n  wi th  Rodman 

Rocke fe l l e r  on whom I had urged t h e  c a t e g o r i c a l  n e c e s s i t y  of  

having t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  involved  both  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  I R B  and 

wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  p r o p r i e t a r y  problems. 

b.tr 
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D r .  A .  ha s  no c o n t r a c t u a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  t h e  f i rm ,  whose 

F r i n c i p a l  i s  Ted Boyce a t  t h e  Memorial H o s p i t a l  and i n  which 

RR i s  a ven tu re  c a p i t a l  i n v e s t o r .  T h e i r  concept  i s  t h e  use  of  

c e l l s  d e r i v e d  from c o r d  blood as  a f r u i t f u l  sou rce  of  p r o g e n i t o r  

s t e m  c e l l s  f o r  gra4t .s  i n t o  i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h  marrow d e f e c t ,  l i k e  

t h e  a p l a s t i c  anemia o f  Fancon i ’ s  Diseasecwhich i s  how D r .  A.  comes 

i n t o  t h e  p i c tu re . )  

s t e m  c e l l s  and t h e r e  have been a number o f  e f f o r t s  t o  s u s t a i n  

them w i t h  marrow t r a n s p l a n t s .  The b e s t  r e s u l t s  have been achieved 

a t  t h e  H o s p i t a l  S t .  Louis  i n  P a r i s  where t h e y  have now achieved 

something l i k e  7 0 %  s u r v i v a l  r a t e s .  There are  ve ry  d e l i c a t e  

q u e s t i o n s  of ach iev ing  c y t o r e d u c t i o n  t h a t  i nvo lve  ve ry  c a r e f u l  

ad jus tment  of t h e  dose  of  cyclophosphganide, s i n c e  Fanconi c e l l s  

a re  much more s e n s i t i v e  t h a n  o t h e r s .  I had a q u e s t i o n  whether 

c y t o r e d u c t i o n  w a s  necessa ry  a t  a l l  i n  Fancon i ’ s  Disease b u t  t h a t  

has  never  been d i r e c t l y  t e s t ed . )  I t  i s  n o t  j u s t  t h e  marrow ce l l s  

b u t  t h e  o t h e r  r a p i d l y  p r o l i f e r a t i n g  ce l l s  i n  t h e  body i n  t h e  

Fanconi p a t i e n t s  t h a t  compl i ca t e  t h e  c y t o r e d u c t i o n  p r e p a r a t i o n .  

Fanconi p a t i e n t s  have an  unexplained loss  of  
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Other  p r o t o c o l s  a t  Memorial v4 h ve had d i s a s t r o u s  r e s u l t s  

and so t h e y  have abandoned marrow t r a n s p l a n t  f o r  Fanconi f o r  

sometime. They have never  fol lowed t h e  French p r o t o c o l .  

Ted Boyce 's  company i s  devoted t o  v a r i o u s  a p p l i c a t i o n s  of 

f e t a l  (cord  blood c e l l s )  which t h e y  would bank f o r  l a t e r  u s e .  

I n  some cases t h i s  would be f o r  au to logous  t r a n s p l a n t a t i o n .  

The Fancon i ' s  i s  one good c a n d i d a t e  f o r  a t r a n s p l a n t  of cord  

blood ce l l s  from s i b l i n g s .  Apparent ly  a number of Fanconi 

p a t i e n t s  have been c l a d o r i n g  about  t h a t  p o s s i b i l i t y  and t h e r e  

a r e  one and two cases ready  t o  go t o  c l i n i c a l  t r i a l .  

A D r .  Gordon Douglas a t  N Y U ,  former c h i e f  of  t h e i r  Ob-Gyn DqX,, 
appea r s  t o  be a p r i n c i p a l  i n  t h e  RR f i r m  and has  been doing t h e  

a c t u a l  c o l l e c t i o n  of  t h e  co rd  blood.  D r .  A ' s  r o l e  has  been t o  

do t h e  d i a g n o s i s  of Fanconi syndrome i n  c e l l s  r e c e i v e d  from 

o t h e r  p l a c e s .  

I r e a s s u r e d  h e r  t h a t , w h i l e  he r  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  keep t h e  mat ter  

a secret  w a s  i n e v i t a b l y  u n c o m f o r t a b l e , t h a t  t h i n g s  had n o t  p r o c e e d 4  

t o  any p o i n t  of  rea l  d i f f i c u l t y  a s  f a r  a s  I could  determine, '  

and t h a t  she  should  rest  e a s y  t h a t  h e r  conduct  was i r r e p r o a c h a b l e  

up t o  t h i s  p o i n t .  

I o u t l i n e d  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  of connec t ing  any involvement t h a t  

she might haveLwith I R B  approval  and t h e n  a t t e n d i n g  t o  what t h e  

U n i v e r s i t y ' s  p r o p r i e t a r y  r i g h t s  might be.  I s p e l l e d  o u t  t h a t  

- -c;& 

whatever she  d i d  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  of h e r  work a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  

w a s  U n i v e r s i t y  p r o p e r t y  and she  could  n o t  g e t  a d d i t i o n a l  compen- 

s a t i o n  f o r  t h a t .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand, h e r  g e n e r a l  adv ice  about  
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t h e i r  s t r a t e g y  f o r  development o f  t h e  t h e r a p y  f o r  t h e  conduct 

of c l i n i c a l  t r i a l s  and so on w a s  o u t s i d e  o f  h e r  U n i v e r s i t y  

d u t i e s  (and fur thermore  would have d i s t i n c t  s o c i a l  benef i t )  and 
1 I 

so I would n o t  d i scourage  h e r  from be ing  a c o n s u l t a n t  on t h a t  

b a s i s .  I f  on t h e  o t h e r  hand she  does  provide  access t o  p a t i e n t s  

o r  materials t h a t  come o u t  of  h e r  work on Fanconi h e r e  thqn  t h e  

U n i v e r s i t y  had c e r t a i n  r i g h t s  and t h o s e  would have t o  be con- 

s i d e r e d .  D r .  A.  mentioned t h a t  she  had proposed t o  RR t h a t  

1 I 

t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  r e c e i v e  funds f o r  t h e  l a b o r a t o r y  i n  o r d e r  t o  

con t inue  c e r t a i n  t e s t i n g  b u t  t h a t  was n o t  approved a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

I responded t h a t  my c o n v e r s a t i o n  wi th  RR opened t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  

of  a c l o s e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  i n v o l v i n g  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  b u t  w e  would 

by& 
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have t o  t h i n k  about  t h a t  v e r y  c a r e f u l l y .  

Next s t e p s : D r .  A.  w i l l  c o n s u l t  w i th  h e r  l a b  c h i e f  D r .  C a r t e r  

a s  she i s  now f r e e  t o  do . I f  access t o  p a t i e n t s  o r  p a t i e n t  

m a t e r i a l s  a r e  involved ,Dr .  Kappas w i l l  have t o  be informed;and 

of cour se  he would be involved  i n  any I R B  s u r v e i l l a n c e  of  what 

t h e y  do.  

My own judgement h h i c h  D r .  A .  i s  n o t  i n  d isagreement  with) 

i s  t h a t  t h e  more c r u c i a l  q u e s t i o n s  have t o  do wi th  t h e  r a t h e r  

poor r e s u l t s  t h a t  have been achieved  so f a r  w i t h  c y t o r e d u c t i o n  

excep t  i n  Par i s .  But t h e r e , t h e  7 0 %  s u r v i v a l  r e p r e s e n t s  a 

s t a n d a r d  of  outcome t h a t  would be v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  competing 

t h e r a p i e s  t o  match. But t h e s e  are q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  I R B ’ s  

can go i n t o .  I n  t h e  p r e s e n t  cases t h e r e  might be some p r e f e r e n c e  

t o  having used co rd  blood cel ls  from r e c e n t l y  born s i b l i n g s  of  
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* o w ,  
Fanconi pa t i en t s . s%e(one  would 

sources  of marrow which would a l s o  invo lve  s o m e  d e l a y  and some 

d i scomfor t  t o  t h e  young c h i l d  a l though t h a t  probably  would be 

approved i n  o r d e r  t o  save  t h e  l i f e  of a s i b l i n g . )  So t h e r e  a r e  

complex e t h i c a l  i s s u e s  h e r e  about  whose r i g h t s  a r e  i n  q u e s t i o n .  

have t o  go t o  them f o r  


